ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST

Environmental Research – Expression of Interest Form 

Closing Date: 5pm 18 April 2008
Grants available for projects of 1 to 3 years duration:
Major Category – Up to $200,000 


Minor Category – Up to $100,000 

APPLICATION PROCESS
Applying for an Environmental Research grant will be in two stages:

Stage 1: Expression of interest (EOI) (advertised). Closing date: 5pm 18 April 2008
Stage 2: Detailed project application (by invitation only, based on EOI).
This form is for stage 1 only.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

The Objectives of the Environmental Research Program are to:

· generate new knowledge or information to facilitate local solutions to environmental problems

· discover new methods of operation for NSW industries that are less harmful to the environment

· provide knowledge about general environmental problems

· assess environmental degradation.
FUNDING AND PRIORITY AREAS FOR 2008
$900,000 is available for this program. Approximately 60% will be for the major category of biodiversity. Scientific, economic and social research proposals will be considered. The balance will be for the best proposals across the two minor categories described below:

(1) Air – major category (Grants are limited to $200,000 each)
Research relating to air science issues such as, for example (but not limited to):

	· Sources, pathways, fates and impacts of pollutants and related health impacts

· Ambient volatile organic hydrocarbon concentrations and characterisation

· Particulate emissions, characterisation and related health effects

· Climate change and variability

· Non-point and point sources of air toxics
	· Impact of meteorology on ozone formation and dispersion

· Personal exposure data

· Biogenic sources of air pollutants

· Inventory validation

· Developing local-level low-labour monitoring tools

· Developing measurement tools
· Social or economic aspects of any of the above issues


(2) Biodiversity – minor category (Grants are limited to $100,000 each)
Research relating to biodiversity issues such as, for example (but not limited to):

	· Biodiversity on land and in freshwaters, estuaries and the ocean

· Ecosystem function/processes

· Conservation ecology

· Weed and pest animal threats to biodiversity
	· Natural resources management and biodiversity

· Poorly known and/or threatened species
· Effects of climate change on biodiversity
· Restoration ecology


(3) Hazardous Substances and Waste – minor category (Grants are limited to $100,000 each)
Research relating to, for example (but not limited to):

	· processes through which hazardous materials have impacts

· prediction of exposure and understanding exposure pathways

· impacts at low concentrations (acute, chronic)

· links between concentration and effects

· sampling and monitoring tools
	· interactions and mixtures (effluent/environmental)

· mobility and effectiveness of decontamination and storage

· waste reuse (including issues relating to pathogens and viruses)

· new waste streams.


ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible to apply, your organisation must be one of the following types:

	Community organisations
	Universities or Research Institutes

	Community organisations including community groups, incorporated associations (community or industry associations), cooperatives, companies limited by guarantee

Note: Community organisations that are not incorporated, are eligible to apply, but only if they arrange for the grant to be administered by a Council or other non-profit organisation.
	Includes universities and government organisations who have the requisite capabilities and responsibility to undertake research programs


A maximum of three EOIs per organisation are permitted for each category. 

Individual researchers from Universities and statewide organisations should not submit their EOI directly to the Trust. The Trust will only accept applications from Universities if they are submitted via their Research Grants Office to ensure that the above limits are not exceeded. This also applies to statewide organisations, who should submit their applications via their Head Office/Chief Executive Officer. 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
Each EOI will be assessed by the Environmental Research Technical Committee (with the assistance of relevant experts where required), which will assess your EOI against the following Assessment Criteria: 

1. Relevance. Will this fill a strategically significant gap in knowledge that would otherwise be likely to impede environmental decision-making in New South Wales within the foreseeable future?
2. Merit of the research. Will the project make an important contribution to society’s knowledge base? Is it well considered and will it employ sound methodology? Will it employ competent staff? Does it provide value for money?
3. Potential for success. Given the objectives, methodology, estimated budget and time frame, what is the likelihood of success of the project?
CHECKLIST AND SUBMISSION DETAILS
You must:

· include all the information that is sought in this form but do not include attachments

· submit your EOI by the closing date

· submit your EOI by one of three methods (do not email AND post):

	Post to:
	OR
	Hand deliver to:
	OR
	E-mail to:

	The Administrator 

Environmental Trust 

PO Box 644

PARRAMATTA NSW 2124
	
	Environmental Trust

Level 2, 1 Fitzwilliam Street

PARRAMATTA NSW 2150
	
	info@environmentaltrust.nsw.gov.au
DO NOT FAX


Any EOI that is late, incomplete or not eligible will not be considered.

Acknowledgement of receipt of applications

You should expect acknowledgement of your EOI within 2 weeks of the closing date. This confirmation will include a unique reference number, which should be provided in all correspondence to and from the Trust. If you do not receive acknowledgement within 2 weeks, please contact the Environmental Trust on 
(02) 8837 6093. 

Note: If you email your EOI or application, the Trust will acknowledge receipt of your email within 2 working days. If you have not received notification of receipt of your email within this time, it is your responsibility to contact the Trust to ensure that your email has been received.
Who to contact if you need further help.

If you require further help with your application, please contact the Program Administrator by phone on 
(02) 8837 6093 or by email at: info@environmentaltrust.nsw.gov.au.
Applicants whose EOIs are short-listed will be invited to submit a full application. 

You should expect to be advised by the first week of July and be in a position to complete the application by 1 August 2008. Successful projects will receive funding in early 2009.
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	Organisation Y / N
	


1. Project Title (maximum of 68 characters including spaces)
	     


2. Applicant’s Details

	Name of organisation
	     

	Name and position of Principal Investigator 
	     

	Daytime phone 
	     
	Fax 
	     
	E-mail 
	      

	Contact for Correspondence

If University; provide Research Office Contact 
	     

	Postal address
	      

	Daytime phone 
	     
	Fax 
	     
	E-mail 
	      


3. Problem / Issue to be addressed and why is this relevant

Describe the environmental problem or issue to be addressed and its significance for the NSW environment, environmental protection and/or nature conservation.

	     


4. Project objectives

List the project objectives (ensure you provide a list of your objectives and not simply a list of activities and outputs).

	     

	


5. Project category 

Tick the category that best describes your project. Tick only ONE box.

	Major Category Maximum Grant = $200,000
	1. Air:   Biophysical  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Economic  FORMCHECKBOX 
      Social   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Minor Category Maximum Grant = $100,000
	2. Biodiversity   FORMCHECKBOX 

	3. Hazardous Substances & Waste   FORMCHECKBOX 



6. Consultation on relevance of project 

Who have you discussed your proposal with to help determine: 

a) the need for this project b) whether or not this project duplicates existing work and c) the usefulness of the output proposed?

	Name and position
	Result of consultation

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


7. List other current research on this topic, and name databases you have searched to obtain this information

	     


8. Please outline your research methodology
	     


9. List the expected outputs and environmental outcomes of the project

	     


10. List details of your previous research in this or related fields, including journal references
	     


11. Indicative budget

If your organisation is registered for GST, make sure the budget is based on GST exclusive pricing (GST will be added if the project is approved). If your organisation is not registered for GST, make sure that the budget is based on GST inclusive pricing.

What level of funding (total funds over 1–3 years) are you seeking from the Environmental Trust? Tick only ONE box.

	Less than $50,000   FORMCHECKBOX 

	$50,000–$100,000  FORMCHECKBOX 

	$100,000 - $150,000  FORMCHECKBOX 

	$150,000–$200,000  FORMCHECKBOX 



12. Time frame

	Proposed commencement date
	     
	Proposed completion date
	     


13. Person authorising submission of Expression of Interest:

Include the name of your Chairperson, Chief Executive Officer, Head of Research or senior officer who can attest to the accuracy of the information contained in this Expression of Interest.

	Name:
	     

	Position in organisation:
	      

	Daytime phone:
	       FORMTEXT 

	Date:
	     


Any Expression of Interest that is late, incomplete or not eligible will not be considered.
Environmental Research Program 2008 – Expression of Interest 



