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DROUGHT SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE NEWSLETTER 
September 2007
This newsletter has been compiled to offer information to those experiencing the effects of the drought in the North East Riverina area of New South Wales.  Put the kettle on and take a few minutes to see if any of this information can help alleviate any issues the current drought is creating for you or your area. 



*******************CWA ADDITIONAL DROUGHT FUNDS**********************
A further $8m nationally was made available in drought aid funding for distribution by the CWA from 1 July 2007.  At this point in time, I am advised that there is still funding available – both community and individual grants.
Application forms and further information is available at www.cwaofnsw.org.au 
Ph: (02) 9358 5488.  The same parameters as previous funding will apply.   If you cannot access the net, please contact the Drought Support Worker (contact details at the end of this newsletter) and forms can be posted.  If you have not claimed (individually) up to your limit of $2,000, I would encourage you to apply again NOW!
Other Agency Contacts:

Anglicare

Ph. (02) 9895 8000

Salvation Army
Ph. (1300) 363622

St Vincent de Paul
Ph. (02) 9560 8666

ADRA Australia
Ph. (02) 9489 5488

Accessline (health professionals assisting individuals with issues such as depression, suicide, anxiety, psychosis, alcohol & drugs, sexual assault) – Help for All Ages Anytime  Ph: (1800) 800944 (alternative number 02-9425 3923)

Department of Community Services

Website: www.community.nsw.gov.au
State Disaster Recovery Centre Ph:(1800) 018444

*Immediate financial assistance from the Community Disaster Fund for household essentials including food and water.

*Personal family support and advice.
________________________________________________________

Some helpful websites:   


www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/drought

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/rwn

www.centrelink.gov.au

www.daff.gov.au

www.beyondblue.org.au 
=======================================================================

Professional Advice and Planning Grant

The Professional Advice and Planning Grant provides eligible farmers access of up to $5500 (inc GST) worth of professional advice and planning assistance.  Centrelink is responsible for administering the grant accessed by the farmer through the use of vouchers.  The first voucher for up to $1000 will be given to farmers to obtain a viability assessment/drought management plan depending on their current Centrelink status.  The grant also enables farmers to obtain a business plan, drought recovery plan, agronomic advice, financial advice, legal advice, etc.  It does not allow for the purchase of training or software. This is a stand alone grant.  There is no income test.  You do not need to be in receipt of other assistance from Centrelink to apply. This grant is offered in recognition of the impacts on farming enterprises of prolonged drought and the importance of professional advice and planning to the long term viability of farming enterprises.   There is an off farm assets limit of $458000.
Centrelink

Professional Advice and Training Grant:

Complete “ Claim for Professional Advice and Planning Grant”

 su613) ,then:

If farm enterprise is NOT in receipt of an interest subsidy, then go to (1).

1) Complete Centrelink’s “Financial Viability Assessment”, with advisor. When this is complete, then go to (2)

If currently receiving exceptional circumstance interest subsidy, then go direct to (2) 

2) Must have a current drought management plan completed.

As a result of the drought management plan, recommendations regarding future advice and/or assistance will be identified. (Centrelink will use these to assess the relevance of the remaining voucher expenditure).

Farm Help

Lodge application ( su471A). 

Decide on assistance required: advice only: income support only: re- establishment grant OR combination of all three.

Complete “Farm Enterprise Financial Assessment” (FEFA)( su 528) with advisor. Includes suggested future action . If “No further borrowing capacity” box is ticked on form, then.

Complete “Pathways Plan” with Rural Services Officer from Centrelink. This plan will develop future action and approved voucher expenditure. 

Rural Assistance Authority

If a farm enterprise’s current application for interest subsidy assistance will take the TOTAL assistance given to more then $300,000 then the enterprise must have an independent viability assessment completed before further financial assistance is given.

(Ref. AJ & RA Paton, Agricultural Consultants M: 0427 710462)

Other Centrelink contact numbers which might be of assistance are:

Australian Government Drought Assistance Hotline 
13 2316

Farmer Assistance Hotline




(1800) 050585

Youth and Student Services




13 2490

ABSTUDY






13 2317

Assistance for Isolated Children



13 2318

Family Assistance Office




13 6150

Centrelink Rural Services Officers are:

Sue Riley @ Wagga Wagga  Ph: (02) 6937 3367

Rody O’Grady @ Griffith  Ph: (02) 6961 8234

_________________________________________________________________
FarmBis

FarmBis returned to NSW on 1 July 2007.  This program is administered by the Federal Government (DAFF) and it will offer farm business management programs.  These will be advertised when they become available.  FarmBis contact number is (1800) 195543.   Website: www.farmbis.gov.au 
______________________________________________________

NERRCS (NORTH EAST RIVERINA RURAL COUNSELLING SERVICE) PROJECT

Yvonne Hitchenor manages this grassroots project ‘Riverina Communities – Building a future together’.  This project was funded by the Federal Government under the FaCSIA banner and seeks to build community capacity and give communities facilitated direction to move forward in a strategic manner.
This Project will reach out to 19 communities within this area via community meetings so keep an eye out for publicity on these meetings.
If you would like some more information on the project or wish to become involved in one of the workshops in your area, please contact Yvonne for more information on Mob: (0407) 298278 E: nerrural1@bigpond.com.

What is a farm family gathering?  Farm family gatherings aim to give farming families a break from the stresses of drought by providing an opportunity to come together for a social gathering, to unwind and mix with others facing the same challenges.
They can be as simple as a few neighbours gathering together or organised as a large community event attracting hundreds.  The aim of the events is to combine entertainment and a venue for a social gathering as well as access to information regarding available support and assistance for those families dealing with drought.  
Farm family gatherings are funded by the NSW Department of Primary Industries and organised by the Drought Support Worker in consultation with the local community.  The NSW DPI through it’s Drought Support Workers also supports events such as craft and pampering days for women and get togethers for farming men and more specific events such as farm family gatherings for the over 60’s.
If you would like to see a farm family gathering/event organised in your area ring your Drought Support Worker to discuss the proposal.  Contact details below.

DROUGHT LAW FORUM

Website:  www.rurallaw.org.au
Post your questions online to the Drought Law Forum and receive a response from a lawyer or rural financial counsellor.  This Forum is available to anyone affected by the drought and needing legal information.  NO QUESTION IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL.

If you have any legal issues this is a good information access point – debtors/creditors, water law, family law, agistment, employment law, share farming, livestock, crops, succession planning, boundaries/fences, seed, taxation drought relief, business structure, social security issues.




^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

RIVERINA BLUEBELL

This is an initiative supported by NSW DPI and the Greater Southern Area Health Service.   Mental wealth, mental health!  The volunteer group is in the process of organising the printing of a leaflet containing all mental health providers for the Wagga Wagga area to assist children, adolescents, adults and the aged find the assistance that they require.

If you would like to become involved with this initiative, the Committee welcomes your involvement.  Please contact Chris Wilson for more information on ph. (02) 69284686 or M: (0407) 267208

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Riverina Area Consultative Committee

Lani Houston, Executive Officer

Ph: (02) 6964 5540  F: (02) 6964 4090  E: racc@racc.org.au
Building partnerships that facilitate economic development and community prosperity, to help make the Riverina a stronger region…naturally

______________________________________________________
RURAL LANDS PROTECTION BOARDS
Rural Lands Protection Boards (RLPB’s) deliver essential services to ratepayers and others in each district as the frontline in the management of animal health, pest animal and insect control, travelling stock reserves, stock movement, stock identification and drought relief.

RLPB contact details for this area are:

Wagga Wagga
Ph. (02) 6923 0900
E: wagga.admin@rlpb.org.au
Narrandera
Ph. (02) 6959 2322
E: narrandera@rlpb.org.au
Gundagai
Ph. (02) 6944 1588
E: gundagai@rlpb.org.au
Holbrook
Ph. (02) 6036 2733
E: chris.whitehead@rlpb.org.au
*STOP PRESS*
EQUINE INFLUENZA OUTBREAK

For further information ring NSW DPI Hotline (1800) 675888

Centrelink Hotline for wage and business claims (1800) 234002

Local Rural Lands Protection Boards (RLPB) are now the first point of contact for all horse related movement requests from horse owners.  

THE MESSAGE STILL IS……….
…… do not self assess.  You may be eligible for income support of up to $760 per fortnight if your off farm assets are less than $229,000 and your annual income has dipped below $41,000.  If you have farm related debts there is a non repayable interest rate subsidy of up to 80% of your interest bill available through the NSW Rural Assistance Authority.  Off farm assets must be less than $458,000 for this one.  There is similar assistance available for small rural business (<100 employees).
_________________________________________________________________
SMALL BUSINESS IN EC DECLARED AREAS

Agriculture-dependent small businesses that derive at least 70 per cent of their turnover from farms in EC declared areas are eligible to apply for income and business support. Agriculture-dependent small businesses that derive at least 70 per cent of their turnover from farms in prima facie areas can apply for up to six months of income assistance.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible, the owners of agriculture-dependent small businesses must: source a minimum 70 per cent of their income from the provision of goods and services for farming activities in EC-declared areas; employ up to100 full time equivalent staff; have experienced a significant downturn as a result of the drought; contribute a significant part of their labour and capital to the business and derive a significant part of their income from the business; be an Australian resident or have permission to stay permanently in Australia, and; have a current Australian Business Number (ABN) and carry out commercial activities. 

Income and assets tests do apply but assets essential to the running of the small business are not included.

Examples of agriculture-dependent small businesses that may be eligible include contract harvesters, fencing contractors, seed, feed and fertilizer suppliers, livestock transporters, shearing contractors and suppliers of farm machinery and equipment.

For more information ring NSW Rural Assistance Authority (1800) 678593

DROUGHT FORCE
The producer agrees to a drought force activity on their property. The producer must have Public Liability insurance with $20m cover and must provide supervision.  The unemployed worker applies for Newstart Allowance through Centrelink.  Centrelink places the worker with a Job Network member.  The worker asks the Job Network member if they can be placed on the Work for the Dole Drought Force Program.  The worker can work on farms up to 30 hours per week and gets an initial $800 training credit.
RURAL FINANCIAL COUNSELLING SERVICE

Karl Scroope is the Rural Financial Counsellor based at Ganmain.  If you require assistance with completion of budgets, applications for interest rate subsidy, etc please give Carmel or Cathy a call to make an appointment to see Karl on 
Ph: (02) 6927 6622  F: (02) 6927 6633  E: ganmainrfcs@bigpond.com.

_________________________________________________________________

DEPARTMENT OF STATE & REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Website:  www.business.nsw.gov.au
Wagga Wagga:  (02) 6921 6422

*Payroll Tax relief for business’ dependent on farm income and supporting the farm sector, such as machinery supplies, to enable the retention of skilled workers.

*Grants of up to $3,000 for small business’ which support the farm sector to implement credit or business management strategies to sustain operations through and beyond the drought.
#######################################################################
NSW FARMERS’ ASSOCIATION

Member Service Centre:  (1300) 794000 or (02) 8251 1700

Locally Debra Charlton is the contact for Region 10.  Her contact details are: Mob: (0427) 773496, Ph: (02) 6922 9297, F: (02) 6922 9308 and E: charltond@nswfarmers.org.au
Website:  www.nswfarmers.org.au
Services include advice on relief measures that are available and distribution of drought-related information.

#######################################################################



Drought Support Workers will be attending the Henty Machinery Field Days (18-20 September) and will be available in the DPI shed.  Drought assistance information and forms will be available.  Please come along and introduce yourselves to us.
Feeling low……..it is natural [image: image4.wmf]in difficult times to feel a little down.    
If this persists, speak to your doctor or contact the NSW Rural 


Mental Health Support Line 1800 201 123 (available 24/7). 
_________________________________________________________________  
The Health Care Card is for those people with income below certain levels.  You do not need to be receiving Centrelink payments to qualify and there is no asset limit.  Your average gross income will be assessed over the eight week period prior to applying for the card.   Speak to the Drought Support Worker to get further information or you may like to speak to your Accountant to organise an Application.
[image: image5.wmf]
PAMPER PARTIES PLANNED FOR RIVERINA
I am presently planning pamper mornings for the area.  These mornings offer rural women an opportunity to relax and take their minds off the drought and the farm for a while.  Activities at each venue will be different but will consist of a morning of indulgences such as a massage, manicures, hair styling, cheese tasting and good coffee.  If you are keen to follow up on this idea, please contact me so we can get the ball rolling…..
_________________________________________________________________
Carers NSW is an association for relatives and friends who are caring for people with a disability, mental illness, chronic condition or who are frail aged.  For carer information, support and counselling contact Carers NSW between 9am to 5pm (1800) 242 636
After hours service call Lifeline 13 11 14   Website:  www.nswcarers.asn.au For carers wanting emergency respite call (1800) 059 059
The Drought Bus is still about.  If you wish to track where it is visiting at the moment go to www.centrelink.gov.au.

Contact details are: Drought Assistance Line  132316 

Farmer Assistance Line (1800) 050585 
*********************************************************************

Mental First Aid Workshops

What is Mental Health First Aid?  It is the help provided to a person developing a mental health problem or mental health crisis. Mental Health First Aid does not teach people to be therapists.  Rather, it teaches how to recognise the symptoms of mental health problems, how to provide initial help and how to go about guiding a person towards appropriate professional help.   A valuable course to do if you get the chance.  Call Julie Greig on (0429) 126 656 for more information.  Confidential Rural Support Line (NSW Health) Ph:(1800) 201123

_________________________________________________________________  

Dates for your diary: 
18 September
Farm Family Gathering @ Henty  (Enq. Don Burrowes M: 0427 324033)
18-20 September
Henty Machinery Field Days, Henty
19 September
Cootamundra Mental Health Forum. (Enq. Tanya Baldock Ph. 69422571)
19 September
Deanna Bayoud, Community Education & Outreach Officer with Black Dog 

Institute will speak about depression @ Wagga Wagga City Council Library

@ 11am.  Bookings 
essential Ph: (02) 69269700  E: wcl@wagga.nsw.gov.au
27 September
Leeton Mental Health Gathering @ Stan Axil Centre 


(Enq. Daniella Tripodi  M: 0434 904837)
3-4 October
Men’s Muster @ Borambola (Enq. Drought Support Worker - DSW)

7 October
Coreen Footy Mental Health Gathering (Enq. Don Burrowes M: 0427 324033)

11 October
Launch of ‘Mate Helping Mate’ DVD @ Stockinbingal 

(Enq. Don Burrowes M: 0427 324033)
17 October (TBC)
Temora/Cootamundra Breakfast Meeting for Accountants/Bankers @ Temora 

(Enq. DSW)
18 October (TBC)
Leeton/Narrandera Meeting for Accountants/Bankers @ Leeton (Enq. DSW)

18 October
Tumbarumba Mental Health Gathering (Enq. DSW)

19 October (TBC)
Riverina Stock & Station Agents Breakfast Meeting @ Wagga Wagga (Enq. DSW)
25 October (TBC)
Wagga Wagga Bankers/Accountants Meeting @ Wagga Wagga (Enq. DSW)

26 October
Hillston Pamper Day (Enq. Danny Byrnes M: 0428 973141)
2-4 November
Hay Women’s Gathering (Enq. DSW)
WHAT DO DROUGHT SUPPORT WORKERS DO?

Drought Support Workers have been appointed for the duration of the drought to assist in alleviating some of the pressures currently affecting farming families, small communities and rural business. They are available to provide immediate personal support, basic information and referral to other appropriate services.    

How we help:

By providing current and relevant information on what assistance is available and where it can be accessed;

By having a chat over a cup of tea or the phone;

By distributing funds and goods which have been donated to assist the drought affected;

By organising and funding social events such as farm family gatherings, pamper days, craft days, men’s health days etc;
By meeting with a variety of agencies and government officials to raise awareness of the drought; 

By referring farmers and small rural business to appropriate services ie mental health, rural financial counsellors; 

By having input to drought policy development.
If you have any drought information that you would like me to include with my next Newsletter (anticipated print early November), please send me an email and I will endeavour to do so.

IF I CAN HELP WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE, GIVE ME A CALL.
Regards,

Wendy Jennings
Drought Support Worker

NSW Department of Primary Industries
P: (02) 6938 1987
F: (02) 6938 1995

M: (0427) 957535
E:  wendy.jennings@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Please feel free to forward this newsletter to others within your networks. 

To unsubscribe from future emails from this source please reply to this email and type “unsubscribe” in the subject line.  If you would like your name put on the mailing list, please send me an email.
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